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Message from Kyela District  

Kyela District Council was re-established in 1984 after series of landmarks that led to 

the enacting of Local Governments Act no. 7 (District Authorities) of 1982.  It is one of 

10 councils comprising of Mbeya Region. According to the census of 2012 the total 

population was 221,490 having an annual population growth of 2.4%  out of which the 

number of female is 115,478 where as men are 116,012. 

 

Kyela District is a land for investment found in the Southern part of Mbeya region and it 

is located along the beautiful scene of Lake Nyasa. Its natural geographical position, 

topography, soil fertility, favorable climatic conditions and reliable infrastructures and 

the standing supply of power makes Kyela to be the best option for investors to come 

and invest in the District. The District is bordering with the Republic of Malawi thus 

widening the markets through International business exchange.  

The District council is proud of production in paddy, cocoa, maize, cashew nut and 

fruits. Also is proud of being with good tourism attractions like Matema, Ngonga and 

Katumba Songwe Beaches, Mount Livingstone Ranges and Kilambo hot spring, Likyala 

Ritual Cave, Kingili Crater Lake, Mwalisi and Mwalalo waterfalls. In natural resources, 

fishing, wildlife and forestry where as peopl e do practice bee keeping in Ngana, Busale 

and Matema natural forests.  

Kyela District council is among of the Districts in Mbeya Region which hold a free land 

(Land Bank). It is about 1,118 hectors free hold land which is suitable for investors to 

invest in agriculture, tourism and natural resources. The main areas of investment 

includes Matema, Kafundo, Kanga and Makwale which is suitable for agriculture (i.e. 

paddy, fruits and vegetable production ), Busale and Matema are potential areas in 

processing industries and light industries and also Matema is potential area for crocodile 

farming. 
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The District is interconnected with a good road net work which is  accessible within and 

outside the district. About 125 km from Mbeya City to Kyela is a trunk road conne cting 

the district to the Republic of Malawi. Many rural roads are gravel roads which are well 

maintained and passable through-out the year . Also the District is connected by 

National Electricity Grid which provides reliable power supply. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all potential investors to invest in our 

district in accordance with your choices and we assure fully support and cooperation 

from the district management and the community of Kyela for the benefit of all 

stakeholders involved. 

 

Welcome to Kyela, 

Welcome to Mbeya, 

Welcome to Tanzania 
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CHAPTER 1 

 

1.0  Overview of the Council  

1.1 Introduction:  

Kyela District Council was re-established in 1984 after series landmarks that led to the 

enacting of Local Governments Act no. 7 (District Autho rities) of 1982.  It is one of 10  

councils comprising of Mbeya Region. 

 

1.2  Population  

Kyela District according to 2012 census had a total population of 221,490 having an 

annual population growth of 2.4%  out of which the number of fema le is 115,478 where 

as men are 106,012 hence population density is 168 per sq Km. 

 

1.3  Administration Frame work  

Kyela District council is divided into two divisions: Ntebela and Unyakyusa, 20 Wards 

which are subdivided into 102 villages which are divided into 392 Hamlets. 

 

1.4  Ethnic group  

There is 1 major ethnic group  found in Kyela District namely Nyakyusa. Other ethnic 

groups are Ndali, Kinga, Ngoni and Kisi.  

 

1.5 Location  

Kyela District Council is located in the Southern end of Mbeya Region and it is one 

among seven Districts in the region.  The D istrict lies between 35o 41 and 30o 

Longitudes East of Greenwich meridian and 9o 25 and 9o 40 Latitudes South of Equator. 

In the East Kyela District borders with Makete and Ludewa Districts in Njombe Region, 

in the West with Ileje District in the North with Rungwe District in Mbeya Region and to 

the South the District borders with The Republic of Malawi. 
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        Map showing the location of Kyela District  
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1.5.1 Topography  

Kyela District has two distinct agro ï ecological zones, the lowland and upland zone, the 

Lowland zone is found at lower than 1200 masl and the upland zone is found at over 

1200 masl. Large area of low land zone is subject to flooding, threatening house hold`s 

survival thus calls for special attention.  The two zones are drained by four major rivers: 

Songwe, Kiwira, Mbaka and Lufilyo. The altitude in lowland zones lies between 500 ï 

1200 masl and 1200 ï 2400 masl in upland zones, rainfall in lowland zones is 1600 ï 

2400 mm and in upland zones is 1000 ï 2000 mm, soil types in lowland zones is mainly 

Alluvial soils and Feral soils.  

1.6  Climate  

Kyela District receives main rainy seasons between November to June with a mean 

annual rainfall between 2000mm and 3000mm.  Normally in April and May the District 

experiences heavy rainfall. The District has a warm and humid climate with mean daily 

temperature of 23 o C. The natural vegetation is of tropical savanna forest and grass lands 

with lagoon vegetation on the swamps and river mouths to the Lak es. 

1.7  Land use pattern  

The District has an area of 1322 km2   (132,200 hectares).  The table below describes the   

distribution of the Land use pattern in the District.  

Land Use Distribution  

Land Use Area In Hectares Percentages 

Forest 

Cultivated Land 

Open Land 

Water Features 

Residential Area 

  6,320 

48,128 

1,872 

45,000 

30,880 

4.7 

36.4 

1.4 

34.5 

23.3 

Total 132,200 100 

    Source: Land Planning Office  
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1.8  Infrastructure in Kyela District  

1.8 .1 Roads.  

Kyela District is interconnected with a good network. A small part of town road system 

is covered by tarmac, about 40.5 km and about 125 km from Mbeya City to Kyela is a 

trunk road connecting the district to the Republic of Malawi. Many rural roads are gravel 

roads and are passable throughout the year. 

 

Mbeya-Kyela-Malawi High way 

 

1.8 .2 Financial s ervices  

In Kyela District there are two commercial banks, National Microfinance Bank (NMB) 

and CRDB  which offers financial services. Automated teller services are available for all 

major credit cards like VISA and Master Cards, also for normal banking cards. The ATMs 

is working 24 hours seven days a week.  
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CRDB Bank-Kyela Branch 

 

1.8 .3 Telecommunications and p osts  

The District is well served with a telecommunication network to the rest of the world. 

Tanzania Telecommunication Company Limited (TTCL) offers more than 400 lines and 

20 Broad Band systems which can be also used for internet connections in all 

customers. There are cellular phone systems operated by Airtel, Tigo, Zantel, Vodacom 

and TTCL. Internet cafes, fax, cable and postal services are also available. 
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Tanzania Telecommunication Company Limited-Kyela 

 

1.8 .4 Water supply  

Kyela District has an abundant of water sources acquired from five water schemes: 

Kanga, Ngamanga, Ngana, Makwale and Sinyanga which supply tape water to the 82 

villages out of 101 villages in the District. About 80% of people get clean and safe 

water. 

Also the District has got 63 pump wells and 5 electronic wells which serve the whole 

Kyela Town. 
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Lubaga Water Scheme 

 

1.8 .5 Power s upply  

Kyela District is well served by National Electricity Grid and consumes around 1.5 

Megawatts (MW), but Kyela District is enjoying another source of power from Kiwira 

Coal Mine which is about 1.5 Megawatts (MW) that covers almost 2,816 customers in 

Kyela. 


